[Prescription of betablockers in chronic cardiac failure: results of a national enquiry of cardiologists].
Despite recommendations from various learned establishments, there are strong reservations regarding betablockers, which have been contra-indicated in chronic cardiac failure for a long time. Several published enquiries have found a low prescription rate for betablockers. We performed an enquiry into the apparent modes of betablocker prescription in chronic cardiac failure. Questionnaires were sent to all the cardiologists in France, and 1622 were analysed. The dosage used, reasons for non-prescription, modes of repeat prescription, and the influence of the response to treatment were analysed. This enquiry shows that although the advantage of betablockers is acknowledged, there is still a block to their use.